
The Place Community Church
Interim Covid-19 Guidance for Services

Approved: by the Board on 08 SEPT 2020.  Version 1.  To be revised as required.  

Source Material: 
o BC Public Health Guidance for Faith-Based Institutions, 17 JULY 2020 
o BC Public Health Order on Gatherings, 07 AUG 2020
o BC Public Health Order on Restaurants & Nightclubs, 31 JULY 2020
o Toronto Public Health instructions for Places of Worship, 21 AUG 2020

Recognizing the ongoing public health emergency, and the need for maintaining physical
distance to reduce the spread of illness, together with the importance of in-person
worship services to our community, The Place Community Church adopts the following
interim measures for Sunday services:  

1. The service will be broadcast for those not wishing or not able to attend.
Musicians and speakers are therefore videotaped, but attendees are not included in
this media for privacy reasons.  

2. The capacity of the Hall at Grace Lutheran Church is 5 staff/facilitators and 25
attendees.  This is based on 30% of our ordinary capacity.  

3. Children are welcome but must remain with their adult caregivers at all times.
Children under age 2 are not counted in the capacity limit.  

4. Attendees must RSVP. Email info@theplace.ca. RSVP opens on Wednesdays
and closes Fridays at 5 pm.  You will receive a confirmation email in response.
Include:

a. your full name and phone number, and 
b. the first name of anyone attending with you as part of your household

group,
c. confirmation that you have read and understood this guidance and agree to

abide by these instructions.  
5. Through their RSVP, attendees confirm they are:

a. not under any quarantine, isolation, or similar orders 
b. free of any flu-like symptoms in their household, even mild ones

This attestation is repeated through a sign on the entrance door.  
6. Every effort is made to accommodate visitors and guests who did not RSVP by

using a standby list at the door.  The capacity of the Hall must not be exceeded.  
7. Contact-tracing information (a phone number and list of first names in each

household group) is collected and retained as per BC Public Health instructions.
This information is destroyed after 30 days and will not be used for any other
purpose.  It is retained by the Pastor.  

8. Household groups are self-identified, and must not exceed 6 people.  Please refer
to the appropriate section of BC’s “Phase 3” Restart Plan.  

9. Household groups will be seated together.  There will be 2 meters of space
between each group.  Individuals will arrange their chairs accordingly with
assistance from a volunteer.  

10. Please arrive at Grace Lutheran Church between 10:10am and 10:25am to
allow extra time for these measures.   
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11. Arrows in tape indicate the flow of traffic (entrance door, hallway direction, exit
door).  

12. The washrooms are available and the doors are propped open.  To maintain
distancing, only one person or household group may use each washroom at a
time. 

13. Hand sanitizer is available at the door.  You are requested to use it upon arrival.  
14. Attendees are requested to wear a face-covering such as a mask or bandanna

while at church.  You may remove your mask, if you desire, only while you are
seated in your chair with your household group and while 2 meters of physical
separation from others is maintained.  

15. Food and beverage hospitality service is suspended.  
16. Those wishing to socialize after the service must maintain 2 meters of separation

between household groups at all time, and are encouraged to socialize outdoors
instead.  

17. Physical greetings such as hugs and handshakes are not permitted between one
household group and another.  This applies equally to staff, volunteers, and
attendees.  

18. The liturgy elements of “passing the peace” by handshake, and of taking
Communion elements are suspended.  

19. Musicians are placed at least 3 meters away from others, per the public health
order in effect on musical performances in BC.  

20. Attendees are not permitted to sing aloud.  Attendees may hum or whisper, or
simply listen to the music.  

21. Additional cleaning of touch surfaces (lightswitches, door knobs, chair backs,
washroom fixtures, microphones) is undertaken regularly.  

22. The gathering of people at Place Community Church does not affect Grace
Lutheran Church’s ability to meet together under their own policies, because the
Hall has a separate entrance, exit, and washrooms.  As such, Place staff,
volunteers, and attendees are not permitted to access the upper floor of the
building.  

If you have flu-like symptoms, or believe you have been exposed to illness, or have other
concerns about your health, please contact BC HealthLink at 8-1-1.  

Please recall that this is an evolving policy in response to a dynamic situation.  The
leadership at the Place Community Church recognizes that these are stressful and unusual
circumstances, and that our services under these interim policies will look and feel very
different.  Nonetheless, we are committed to continue serving our community in the
safest and most effective ways possible.  

Please do not hesitate to contact the Board or the Pastor with any needs or concerns.  


